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BAN ON CASTE-BASED RALLIES: HC SEEKS REPORT
ON NOTICES SERVED TO FOUR POLITICAL PARTIES

HT Correspondent

letters@htlive.com

LUCKNOW : The Lucknow bench
of the Allahabad high court
sought fresh service report from
its office by April 29 on the noti-
ces issued to four political par-
ties earlier on a plea related to
the ban on caste-based rallies.
The order was passed by a
division bench comprising Jus-

tice Rajan Roy and Justice Om
Prakash Shukla on April 10, in
response to a public interest liti-
gation (PIL) filed by a local law-
yer Moti Lal Yadav in 2013. The
petitioner sought directives from
the court to the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) to derec-
ognise political parties that hold
caste-based rallies. On March 18,
2024, the court issued fresh noti-
ces to the four political parties -
the BJP, the SP, the BSP, and the

Congress. It also granted last
opportunity to the counsel of
Union of India to file the reply, i
any, as the plea was pending
since 2013 and no reply was filed
by central government till now.
The petitioner had alleged in the
PIL that caste-based rallies cre-
ated a toxic atmosphere among
the public. Hence such rallies
should be totally banned, espe-
cially at the time of election, the
counsel had requested the court.




JHER U= & e e feis

16 3, 2024

Hindustan Times

} CASH SEIZURE UP 117%

Even before first phase of polling, EC seizures hit
34,650 cr, 34% higher than entire 2019 elections

Vrinda Tulsian

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Election Com-
mission of India (EC)
announced on Monday record
seizures of inducements in the
run-up to the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections, with a staggering
24,650 crore recovered in cash,
drugs, liquor, precious metals
and [reebies between March 1
and April 13, which came to

RAJASTHAN HAD

THE HIGHEST

SEIZURES OF ALL
STATES AND UTs,
AT 778 CRORE

about 34% higher than the
23,475 crore value of materials
seized during the entirety of the
2019 election campaign.

Compared to seizures made
in the corresponding period of
the 2019 Lok Sabha elections,
the current seizures represent
a significant increase across all
categories: cash saw a 114%
rise, while liquor and precious
metal seizures increased by
61% and 43%, respectively.

The most substantial
increase, by value, was in drug
seizures, which skyrocketed by
62% to 22,068 crore being

recovered by enforcement
agencies.

Rajasthan recorded the high-
est seizures among all states
and Union territories, with a
total of ¥778 crore, followed by
Gujarat at ¥605 crore, and
Tamil Nadu with 3460 crore.

Among the seized items,
drugs had the highest value in
Gujarat (485 crore), while
freebies were the most seized
in Rajasthan (533 crore). »pn

Record 4.6k-cr inducements
seized ahead of polls, says EC

Vrinda Tulsian
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Election Com-
mission of India (ECI)
announced on Monday record
seizures of inducements in the
run-up to the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, with a staggering 4,650
crore recovered in cash, drugs,
liquor, precious metals and free-
bies between March 1 and April
13, which came to be about 34%
higher than the 3,475 crore
value of materials seized during
the entirety of the 2019 election
campaign.

Compared to seizures made in
the corresponding period of the
2019 Lok Sabha elections, the
current seizures represent a sig-
nificant increase across all cate-
gories: cash saw a 114% rise,
while liquor and precious metal
seizures increased by 61% and
43%, respectively. The most sub-
stantial increase, by value, was
in drug seizures, which skyrock-
eted by 62% to ¥2,068 crore
being recovered by enforcement
agencies.

“Enforcement agencies have

Value of seizures e
IGE 2024
Cash I t844cr (March- April 13)
N $395.39cr
Liquor NN ¥304.6cr
I 7489 3cr
Drugs I T,279.9Ct
ug ¥2,068.8cr
Precious EEEEGEG—— ?087icr
metal IR 7562.1cr
. 6015
Freebies R —— 102400

made a record seizure of over
34,650 crores in ECT's resolute
fight against money power even
before the first phase of polling
for the 18th Lok Sabha elections
commences on Friday,” the
panel said in a press note.

The commission attributed
the increase in enforcement to
deployment of advanced tech-
nology, such as the Election Sei-
zure Management System
(ESMS),and the collaboration of
multiple enforcement agencies
at both the central and state lev-
els.

It marked 123 Parliamentary

Constituencies as Expenditure
Sensitive Constituencies for
more focused vigilance and
deployed 781 expenditure
observers to monitor these con-
stituencies, and also said it has
taken “strict action” against 106
government servants who were
found “assisting politicians in
campaigning” in violation of
the Model Code of Conduct
i

“The seizures reflect ECI's
unwavering commitment to
monitor inducements and curb
electoral malpractices for a ‘level
playing field’, particularly in

favour of smaller and less
resourceful parties,” the state-
ment quoted chief election com-
missioner Rajiv Kumar as say-

ing.

%l'he poll body said vigilance
efforts were underway earlier in
the year, and countrywide sei-
zures in January and February
totalled another 7,502 crore in
cash, liquor, drugs, precious
metals and freebies. “This brings
total seizure to over 12,000 cro-
res so far with six weeks still left
in the election period.”

Rajasthan recorded the high-
est seizures among all states
and Union territories, with a
total of ¥778 crore, followed by
Gujarat at ¥605 crore, and
Tamil Nadu at ¥460 crore.
Among the seized items, drugs
had the highest value in Gujarat
(485 crore), while freebies
were the most seized in Rajast-
han (¥533 crores).

Punjab recorded seizures
totalling %311.84 crores, with
drugs constituting a significant
90.04% of the seized items.

By value, drugs were the sin-
gle-largest component at 45% of

the 34,650 crore worth induce-
ments recovered, Freebies made
up for the next highest recover-
ies by value at 1142 crore.

Like this time, drugs
accounted for the most value,
(21,280 crore) in the seizures
during the corresponding
period of the 2019 election cam-
paign, but the second highest
amount was in seized cash
(¥844  crore). Freebies
accounted for a scant 60 crore
in the 2019 elections.

The authority said it is also
focusing on drug-related sei-
zures. “There was a substantial
focus on drug seizures, which
accounted for approximately
75% of the total seizures in Janu-
ary and February 2024," the
press note said.

Kumar said the commission
had stressed on the strict compli-
ance of civil aviation security
rules on surveillance and inspec-
tion of “non-scheduled aircrafts”
- these are helicopters and pri-
vate jets - by Income Tax, airport
authorities, police chiefs of the
districts concerned, border agen-
cies and GST authorities.
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Times of India

Lurking tigers emerge as major
poll issue in Pilibhit forest fringes

Keshav Agarwal | Tnn

Pilibhit: Days before Pilib-
hit goes to the hustings, the
focus has shifted sharply to
apressing issue: the conflict
between villagers and wild-
life, particularly leopards
and tigers. Despite political
leaders” claims about govt
achievements and welfare
programmes, over 250 villa-
geswithin the Pilibhit Tiger
Reserve (PTR)Y's eco-sensiti-
vee zone grapple with fear,
particularly regarding ti:
ger attacks. These villages,
with a population of about 8
lakh, have a large number
of voters who can sway the
election resulls,

“Even a slight ruffle in
ouragricultural field scares
us, especially during the
current phase of wheat and
sugarcane harvesting,” sa.
id Rama Charan, a resident
of Pandri in Pilibhit, which
witnessed the killings of
two persons in tiger attacks
justthis vear,

27 villages affected by
issue of tigers straying
and the resulting conflicts lead-
ing to deaths, injuries
7 villapes daciared soncitive
or highly sensitive due to
the increased likelihood of tiger
attacks. 8 lakh people and large
number of voters in these hamiets
can swing poll pe;ults
» Tiger population was 23 in
2014 and rose to T1 in 2022
in 620sgkm core forest. PTR
awarded TX2 in 2020 for doubling
tiger population In just 4 years
» Only 30-35 tigers can be sus-
tainably accommodated in core

forest area for each of them to
hiave thefr own territory
Villager Deaths: 49 since 2016:
Moreover, dozens more have suf-
ferad serious injuries, highlighting
the severity of the human-tiger
conflict in the region

Demand: Chain-Link Fencing:
Villagers have been demanding
fencing along the periphery of
PTR for their safety

Political Promises: Candidates
from various parties have made
promises regarding relocation of
tigers from PTR {o other regions
with lower tiger densities and
more compensation for wictims

Even a slight ruffle in the cropped field scares us of the

tiger's presence... | RAMA CHARAN, PILIBHIT VILLAGER

Since its establishment
in 2014, the PTR has recor-
ded a surge in tiger popula-
tion, causing distress
among locals. The tiger po-
pulation, confined to amere
23 in 2014, soared to 71 in
2022, National leaders and
topforest officials have cele-
brated this significant achi-
evement, yvet little attention
has been given to the negati-
ve repercussions on the gro-
und, Since 2016, 49 villagers
have lost their lives to tiger
attacks, with many more in.
jured, amplifying the ur-
gency forasolution.

According to PTR autho-
ritlies and wildlife experts,
the core forest area can sus-
tain a maximum of 30-35 ti-
gers based on grassland ma-
nagement and prey distri-
bution. With tigers being
territorial, young ones
struggle to establish inde-
pendent territories in the
overcrowded reserve, lea-
ding to over 40% of tigers
venturing into rural areas.
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